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ROTORUA FRIDAY GALLOPS
RACE 1 – $6000, 1950m
2-1 Nicholas (3) 65.5 L Macfarlane 1; 7-7 Defox (4) 
65.5 C Singer 2; 1-2 Zahalla (8) 64 N Hanley 3; Win: 
$3.40. Places: $1.40, $5.10, $1.60. Q: $69.90. T: 
$361.40 (3,4,8). First4: $1865.30 (3,4,8,7). 
RACE 2 – $6000, 1950m
1-1 Grandissima (1) 57 M Du Plessis 1; 3-4 City Blues
(5) 56 D Walsh 2; 4-3 China Bo Bo (2) 56.5 A Peard 
3; Win: $2.30. Places: $1.50, $3.30. Q: $10.00. T: 
$51.40 (1,5,2). DBLE $9.50 (3/1), $11.80 (3/5). 
RACE 3 – $7000, 1950m
5-5 Loral Lady (6) 65.5 N Hanley 1; 2-2 Secret Magic
(3) 66.5 R Eynon 2; 3-3 Stalking (1) 69 C Ormsby 
3; Scratched: Skidby. Win: $8.10. Places: $2.60, 
$1.70, $1.70. Q: $16.70. T: $158.20 (6,3,1). 
RACE 4 – $6000, 1200m
5-5 Bilpin Boy (8) 56.5 M Wenn 1; 7-6 Walsburgs 
Leader (4) 57 B Jones 2; 9-10 Serapis Bey (5) 57 
car 54 A Ng 3; Scratched: Roi d’jeu, Gomickey. Win: 
$9.60. Places: $2.80, $3.10, $7.30. Q: $40.00. 
T: $1101.10 (8,4,5). First4: $3185.90 (8,4,5,9) - 
Carry Forward $223. DBLE $32.60 (6/8), $18.20 
(6/4). TBLE $194.20 (1/6/8). 
RACE 5 – $6500, 1950m
2-2 Lovedale (11) 55.5 S Spratt 1; 1-1 Keepers 
Tally (4) 56 J McDonald 2; 5-5 Keeping (1) 57 M 
Sweeney 3; Win: $4.30. Places: $1.70, $1.70, 
$2.50. Q: $7.40. T: $82.70 (11,4,1). 
RACE 6 – $6000, 1200m
1-1 Alexa (1) 57 J Collett 1; 4-4 Our Sweetheart
(6) 56.5 car 52 S Rusof 2; 8-7 Z’ Honor (4) 57 
M Du Plessis 3; Scratched: Queens Summit, Kiss’n 
Tell, Sazerac, Petarosa. Win: $2.90. Places: $1.40, 
$2.30, $4.30. Q: $8.70. T: $152.30 (1,6,4). DBLE 
$11.50 (11/1), $5.20 (11/6).

RACE 7 – $6500, 1200m
10-11 Capone (13) 57 J Waddell 1; 9-9 Baloo (3) 57 
C Grylls 2; 6-6 Chatham Lilly (8) 55.5 M Cameron 
3; Scratched: Matchless, Jungletime, Eye Kept Him, 
Sandra Dee. Win: $41.90. Places: $10.30, $5.90, 
$4.40. Q: $475.00. T: $17,169.30 (13,3,8). TBLE 
$695.50 (11/1/13). 
RACE 8 – $7000, 1200m
3-2 Amaryllis (1) 59 car 56 A Ng 1; 11-11 Dane 
Fantasy (10) 55.5 car 52.5 H Kasim 2; 10-9 Roman 
Toia (12) 55 B Jones 3; Win: $5.40. Places: $2.00, 
$9.50, $5.10. Q: $109.80. T: $2695.10 (1,10,12). 
First4: $0.00 (1,10,12,9) - Carry Forward $3996. 
DBLE $222.80 (13/1), $439.30 (13/10). 
RACE 9 – $6000, 1400m
7-7 First Date (6) 55.5 C Lammas 1; 2-1 Pentango
(12) 55.5 C Grylls 2; 3-3 Simfinnarley (5) 55.5 J 
Waddell 3; Scratched: Snagglepuss, Kashin Girl, 
Sateka, Hip Hop Snake, Ruby Rouge, Princessabeel. 
Win: $13.30. Places: $3.80, $1.70, $2.50. Q: 
$25.80. T: $357.20 (6,12,5). 
RACE 10 – $6500, 1400m
8-8 Al Askan (2) 56 D Johnson 1; 7-7 Magic 
Power (3) 56 S Spratt 2; 2-2 Que Sera (12) 54.5 
M Coleman 3; Scratched: Itsadream, Seekndestroy, 
Shooting Star, Better Together, Pari Passu, Riviera 
Princess. Win: $12.30. Places: $3.90, $3.30, 
$2.60. Q: $71.60. T: $1037.10 (2,3,12). First4: 
$7530.90 (2,3,12,10). DBLE $97.60 (6/2), $56.20 
(6/3). TBLE $634.90 (1/6/2). 

WANGANUI FRIDAY GREYHOUNDS
RACE 1 – $1280, 305m
2-1 Tim Baxter (8) 1; 5-6 Back At Ya (6) 2; 6-5
Floydy Boy (7) 3; Scratched: Psychotic, Macau. Win: 
$4.20. Places: $1.50, $2.60, $2.50. Q: $22.00. T: 
$263.00 (8,6,7). First4: $487.00 (8,6,7,5).

RACE 2 – $1900, 520m
1-3 Kid Koonawarra (c2) (5) 1; 7-7 Okay’s Vera Dee
(c1) (1) 2; 6-6 What A Mate (c2) (7) 3; Scratched: 
Great Aunty Min (c0). Win: $2.50. Places: $1.70, 
$4.90, $3.00. Q: $32.20. T: $203.60 (5,1,7). 
RACE 3 – $1280, 305m
5-5 Horse Power (6) 1; 1-1 Ron’s Saint (c3) (8) 
2; 2-2 Miss Arkansas (4) 3; Scratched: Psychotic, 
MacAu. Win: $21.00. Places: $3.30, $1.00, $1.80. 
Q: $20.60. T: $146.60 (6,8,4). DBLE $18.00 (5/6), 
$1.40 (5/8). TBLE $230.40 (8/5/6). 
RACE 4 – $1520, 305m
1-1 Octane Spark (4) 1; 7-7 Thrilling Cam (8) 2; 
8-8 Gunnadoo Dreams (6) 3; Scratched: Homebush 
Percy, Millie’s Me Mum (c2). Win: $1.50. Places: 
$1.10, $3.70, $4.90. Q: $17.90. T: $162.90 
(4,8,6). First4: $2047.30 (4,8,6,2). 
RACE 5 – $2190, 305m
1-1 Two To Midnight (2) 1; 2-3 Allegro Vision (3) 
2; 7-7 Mr. Simply (5) 3; Scratched: Another Nick, 
Scissor Sisters (c4), Alecia Reltub (c4). Win: $1.70. 
Places: $1.30, $1.70, $4.40. Q: $2.80. T: $47.50 
(2,3,5).
RACE 6 – $2850, 520m
4-4 Bigtime Reloader (1) 1; 2-2 Olympic Ace (5) 
2; 6-5 Bigtime Gem (7) 3; Scratched: Bigtime All 
Star(c4), Father Figure (c4). Win: $9.30. Places: 
$1.90, $1.70, $2.60. Q: $20.70. T: $284.00 
(1,5,7). DBLE $11.00 (2/1), $2.60 (2/5). TBLE 
$95.80 (4/2/1). 
RACE 7 – $2190, 305m
3-2 Awesome Agent (2) 1; 2-3 Elite Luke (5) 2; 1-1
Wongawillinev (8) 3; Scratched: Kyle Izmir, Zagar 
(c4), Alecia Reltub (c4). Win: $4.80. Places: $1.50, 
$1.50, $1.30. Q: $12.40. T: $41.70 (2,5,8). 
RACE 8 – $2040, 520m
1-2 Star To Excel (2) 1; 3-5 Wandy Haka (c3) (6)

2; 2-3 Goss Sage (c3) (5) 3; Scratched: Mr Clontarf, 
Born Entertainer. Win: $3.20. Places: $1.60, $2.20, 
$1.80. Q: $10.10. T: $60.70 (2,6,5). First4: 
$363.20 (2,6,5,4). DBLE $12.90 (2/2), $11.30 
(2/6).
RACE 9 – $2190, 305m
1-1 Powerful Enemy (6) 1; 3-3 Jill Baxter (8) 2; 2-2
Bigtime Survivor (2) 3; Scratched: Zagar (c4), Black 
Muskat (c4). Win: $1.60. Places: $1.20, $1.80, 
$1.20. Q: $6.10. T: $20.00 (6,8,2). 
RACE 10 – $1810, 305m
1-1 Regal Outlaw (1) 1; 4-4 Da Coola (7) 2; 5-5
Upahut Zorro (3) 3; Scratched: Cawbourne Dore, 
Zagar, Scissor Sisters. Win: $1.40. Places: $1.00, 
$2.50, $3.00. Q: $11.10. T: $51.20 (1,7,3). First4: 
$303.50 (1,7,3,2). DBLE $2.70 (6/1), $8.30 (6/7). 
TBLE $6.40 (2/6/1). 

ALEXANDRA PARK FRIDAY HARNESS
RACE 1 – $8000, Mobile, 2200m
1-1 Leecully (2) fr M Purdon 1; 3-3 Taffeta Bromac
(6) fr M McKendry 2; 4-4 Elysium (12) fr A Herlihy 
3; Scratched: Ushuaia, Tadita. Win: $1.90. Places: 
$1.20, $1.80, $3.00. Q: $9.30. T: $68.10 (2,6,12). 
First4: $665.20 (2,6,12,11). 
RACE 2 – $20,000, Mobile, 1700m
2-2 Paradise City (1) fr F Cooney 1; 1-1 Collectable
(4) fr M Purdon 2; 3-3 Bettor Move It (9) fr P 
Ferguson 3; Win: $9.80. Places: $1.40, $1.10, 
$1.70. Q: $2.80. T: $46.00 (1,4,9). DBLE $11.70 
(2/1), $1.00 (2/4). 
RACE 3 – $9000, Mobile, 2200m
1-1 Julius Bardon (8) fr R Downey 1; 3-3
Motoringwiththebest (11) fr S Lawson 2; 10-10
Roman Centurion (4) fr J Compain 3; Scratched: 
Pureora Mac, Ritchie Brydon. Win: $2.30. Places:

$1.40, $2.10, $8.30. Q: $8.50. T: $169.50 
(8,11,4). TBLE $74.20 (2/1/8). 
RACE 4 – $9000, Mobile, 2200m
2-5 Unleash The Fury (3) fr M McKendry 1; 1-1
River Belle (8) fr A Herlihy 2; 5-4 Callie O’Malley
(2) fr D Butcher 3; Scratched: Sloane Square. Win: 
$6.60. Places: $2.40, $1.10, $2.40. Q: $5.60. T: 
$90.30 (3,8,2). First4: $516.50 (3,8,2,4). DBLE 
$28.00 (8/3), $3.20 (8/8). 
RACE 5 – $8000, Mobile, 2200m
2-3 Cullen’s Impact (14) fr S Phelan 1; 4-4 Zip It
(12) fr G Robb 2; 3-2 Fireinthehole (7) fr T Mitchell 
3; Scratched: Kurahaupo Quin, Alta Onassis, Lady 
Courage. Win: $5.10. Places: $1.70, $2.20, $1.70. 
Q: $16.80. T: $120.80 (14,12,7). 
RACE 6 – $13,000, Stand, 2700m
3-3 Lleyton H (8) 20 F Cooney 1; 6-6 Fayanni (5) 10 
L Chin 2; 4-5 Mon Star (4) 10 P Ferguson 3; Win: 
$7.90. Places: $1.80, $2.90, $2.50. Q: $57.90. 
T: $486.00 (8,5,4). DBLE $27.60 (14/8), $16.70 
(14/5). TBLE $488.10 (3/14/8). 
RACE 7 – $12,000, Stand, 2700m
3-2 He’s My Hero (6) 10 M McKendry 1; 2-3 Amboseli
(4) fr B Purdon 2; 4-4 Reklaw’s Chance (8) 20 J 
Abernethy 3; Scratched: Manotick Express, Make Our 
Deigh, Joyfuljoy. Win: $7.00. Places: $1.60, $1.90, 
$2.20. Q: $15.70. T: $103.10 (6,4,8). 
RACE 8 – $10,000, Mobile, 2200m
2-2 Lord Federer (3) fr A Herlihy 1; 5-5 Atlas Alliance
(2) fr P Ferguson 2; 1-1 Red Zone (4) fr J Abernethy 
3; Win: $4.00. Places: $1.70, $2.70, $1.20. 
Q: $15.30. T: $81.20 (3,2,4). First4: $166.30 
(3,2,4,1). DBLE $17.00 (6/3), $8.10 (6/2). 
RACE 9 – $10,000, Stand, 2700m
3-3 Boizel (6) fr M McKendry 1; 2-1 Wild Isis (5) fr 
B Mangos 2; 11-11 The Wicket Maiden (12) 10

K Blakemore 3; Win: $5.90. Places: $2.00, $1.70, 
$9.20. Q: $12.00. T: $559.00 (6,5,12). 

ADDINGTON FRIDAY HARNESS
RACE 1 – $7500, Stand, 2600m
9-9 Rangi Rule (6) fr R J Butt 1; 5-4 Banyula Fella
(14) fr G O’Reilly 2; 11-11 Fast Turnover (15) fr 
B Orange 3; Scratched: Ireby Bazil Brush, Jayz 
Machine, Rural Jack. Win: $18.90. Places: $6.30, 
$2.50, $7.50. Q: $260.50. T: $4347.00 (6,14,15). 
First4: $0.00 (6,14,15,5) - Carry Forward $1573. 
RACE 2 – $7000, Mobile, 1950m
1-2 Ultimate Player (15) fr R May 1; 8-8 Sea 
Storm (4) fr S Smolenski 2; 9-9 Flip N Nippy (1) 
fr G Archer 3; Scratched: Flyover, Jayee’s Magic, 
Amriklikelyillusion. Win: $1.70. Places: $1.40, 
$5.80, $7.20. Q: $25.50. T: $226.50 (15,4,1). 
DBLE $51.00 (6/15), $164.00 (6/4). 
RACE 3 – $7500, Stand, 2600m
2-3 Double Bundy (6) fr R May 1; 5-4 Westwood 
Sioux (9) fr C Middleton 2; 1-1 Gimli (5) fr A 
Butt 3; Scratched: Guerrero, Ourronnie, Goldstar 
Invasion. Win: $6.10. Places: $2.50, $2.50, $2.00. 
Q: $46.10. T: $267.30 (6,9,5). TBLE $543.00 
(6/15/6).
RACE 4 – $8000, Mobile, 1950m
1-1 Code Red (1) fr J Dunn 1; 10-7 English Prince
(10) fr T Chmiel 2; 3-3 Mick Ison (2) fr D Butt 3; 
Scratched: Galleons Ambition, Jaspers Blue Jean, 
Beardsley. Win: $2.40. Places: $1.50, $4.80, 
$1.80. Q: $33.40. T: $220.60 (1,10,2). First4: 
$3462.90 (1,10,2,11). 
RACE 5 – $7000, Stand, 2600m
1-1 Marissima (4) fr R May 1; 2-2 Ashley Cullen
(6) fr M Jones 2; 4-4 Festival Jewel (13) fr J Dunn 
3; Scratched: November Rain. Win: $1.40. Places:

$1.30, $1.50, $4.00. Q: $2.80. T: $21.80 (4,6,13). 
DBLE $4.10 (1/4), $2.60 (1/6). 
RACE 6 – $8000, Mobile, 1950m
1-1 Springbank Sam (8) fr M Williamson 1; 3-2
Kylie Ree (1) fr B Orange 2; 5-6 Dolly Would (4) 
fr K Townley 3; Win: $1.60. Places: $1.30, $1.60, 
$3.10. Q: $4.80. T: $44.60 (8,1,4). 
RACE 7 – $9500, Mobile, 2600m
2-1 Still Coughin (11) fr K Barron 1; 12-12 Lees 
Approval (13) fr L O’Reilly 2; 1-2 OK Courage (3) 
fr M Jones 3; Scratched: Figo, Arden’s Darlin. Win: 
$5.30. Places: $1.30, $15.10, $1.40. Q: $161.80. 
T: $1047.10 (11,13,3). DBLE $3.70 (8/11), $34.40 
(8/13).
RACE 8 – $7500, Mobile, 1950m
1-1 Franco Emirate (7) fr J Curtin 1; 6-6 Rebel 
Skipper (3) fr D Dunn 2; 2-3 Mels Dream (15) fr 
G Smith 3; Scratched: Shirae Morn. Win: $1.30. 
Places: $1.30, $4.60, $1.60. Q: $32.70. T: 
$130.90 (7,3,15). First4: $343.80 (7,3,15,1). 
TBLE $17.70 (8/11/7). 
RACE 9 – $7000, Stand, 2600m
7-6 Lieutenant Luke (14) fr R May 1; 14-12 Tommy 
Golightly (11) fr S Walkinshaw 2; 2-1 Cosmic 
Dream (2) fr J Dunn 3; Scratched: Beinn Tharsuinn, 
Seefeel Pocket, Living Holmes. Win: $10.60. Places: 
$3.30, $22.90, $1.40. Q: $430.40. T: $2955.20 
(14,11,2).
RACE 10 – $7500, Mobile, 1950m
2-2 Chocolatto (4) fr J Curtin 1; 5-4 Dixie Belle (13) 
fr S Walkinshaw 2; 3-3 Aguilera (10) fr G Smith 3; 
Scratched: Tauber, Shirae Morn, Light Showers. Win: 
$3.10. Places: $1.60, $2.50, $2.00. Q: $37.60. T: 
$223.20 (4,13,10). DBLE $25.50 (14/4), $40.40 
(14/13).

RESULTS

Aidan Rodley

Hong Kong Cup-winning stal-
lion Eagle Mountain is set to 
land at Tauwhare’s Brighthill 
Farm for the new breeding sea-
son.

Brighthill’s Nick and Anne 
Marie King have been able to 
piggyback off the encourag-
ing start Perfectly Ready has 
made to his stud career from 
their Waikato farm with the an-
nouncement they have secured 
the Rock Of Gibraltar stallion.

Nick King said Eagle Moun-
tain’s owner Sheikh Mohammed 
Bin Khalifa Al Maktoum had an 
interest in Perfectly Ready and 
was “very positive and encour-
aged by the experience”.

Sheikh Mohammed will re-
tain a 60 per cent stake in Eagle 
Mountain and the remaining 
shares will be available to New 
Zealand breeders.

“He is very confident in the 
direction of the New Zealand 
industry and this is the second 
stallion he is involved in,” King 
said.

Eagle Mountain, who will 
stand at $12,000 plus GST, 
raced in six countries and was 
three times a Group winner 
before his best win in the Gr I 
Hong Kong Cup (2000m) at Sha 
Tin in 2008.

In 19 starts in all, Eagle 
Mountain won five races and 
was placed a further eight times, 
including second placings in the 
Breeders’ Cup Turf, English 
Derby and Champion Stakes 
and a third placing in the Irish 
Derby.

“He was an outstanding race-
horse around the world and 
we’re delighted to have the op-
portunity to offer him to New 
Zealand breeders,” King said.

“He was an extremely talent-
ed galloper and diverse – he won 
in top company from 1200m to 
2100m and was also placed in 
two Derbies.”

Eagle Mountain also has the 
distinction of holding the track 
record over the famed Rowley 
Mile course at Newmarket when 
he posted 1.34.07 to win the 
Gr III Joel Stakes.

He began his career under 
champion Irish trainer Aidan 
O’Brien, winning at The Cur-
ragh at his second start at two 
before placing in the Gr II Fu-
turity and Champagne Stakes, 
and winning the Gr II Beresford 
Stakes.

He resumed at three with a 

game fifth in the 24-horse Gr I
2000 Guineas at Newmarket 
before his English Derby second 
and Irish Derby third.

From there he progressed his 
three-year-old season with a 
narrow win in the Gr II Royal 
Whip Stakes and a second plac-
ing in the Gr I Champion Stakes 
at Newmarket, beaten a short 
head by Literato.

At the end of his classic year, 
Eagle Mountain was named Ire-
land’s champion middle-distance 
three-year-old. 

He was subsequently pur-
chased by Sheikh Mohammed 

Bin Khalifa Al Maktoum and 
transferred to leading interna-
tional trainer Mike de Kock, 
who operates stables in South 
Africa and Dubai. 

He resumed after recovering 
from a fractured pelvis, suffered 
soon after his change of owner-
ship, with his record-breaking 
win in the Gr III Joel Stakes at 
Newmarket. 

From there he went to Santa 
Anita and finished second to 
Conduit in the Breeders’ Cup 
Turf before his Hong Kong tri-
umph.

Niggling injuries plagued 

Eagle Mountain and he only 
raced on three further occa-
sions, retiring after finishing 
second at Meydan in Dubai in 
February.

De Kock rated Eagle Moun-
tain the equal of any horse he 
had trained, high praise indeed 
from one of the world’s premier 
horsemen.

“Eagle Mountain is arguably 
the best horse that I have ever 
trained,” he said. 

“He possessed amazing speed, 
whether he was running six 
furlongs [1200m] or 10 furlongs 
[2000m] – he was always com-

petitive against the best horses 
in the world.”

King was at his Eagle Moun-
tain’s swansong racetrack per-
formance in Dubai and was im-
pressed with what he saw.

“I went to Dubai to see him 
during the international meet-
ing and met Sheikh Mohammed 
Bin Khalifa Al Maktoum and 
it was a fantastic experience,” 
King said.

“I was really impressed with 
the horse – he’s a balanced type 
at just 16 hands and very ath-
letic and correct with a great 
head. 

“It’s easy to see why he was 
such a versatile racehorse who 
won at two and had the ability 
to star at a mile and further in 
the very best company.”

Eagle Mountain is a half-
brother to four winners, includ-
ing Gr I winner and champion 
French two-year-old Sulk, out 
of the winning Darshaan mare 
Masskana, herself a daughter of 
the Gr I French 1000 Guineas 
winner Masarika. 

Eagle Mountain will stand 
alongside Perfectly Ready and 
Patapan at Brighthill next 
spring.

Aidan Rodley
aidan.rodley@waikatotimes.co.nz

Whangarei’s Totara Park Stud 
has secured dual Gr III-winning 
El Prado stallion Buffalo Man for 
stud duties this year.

Six-time North American 
stakes winner Buffalo Man will 
stand alongside Rusty Spur at 
$6500 plus GST.

Studmaster Dirk Oberholster 
was delighted to get the Canadi-
an-bred sire, who was touted as 
a Kentucky Derby prospect after 
winning five of his first seven 
starts, including three straight at 
Listed level before he fractured a 
fetlock and was sidelined.

He returned as a turf horse 
with Gr III wins in the Red 
Banks Stakes and Appleton 

Stakes and retired with a record 
of eight wins from 23 starts over 
distances of 1000m to 1700m.

Oberholster said Totara Park 
had been searching for the right 
stallion for the past two years 
and Buffalo Man perfectly fitted 
the bill.

“He is well-performed, not only 
showing early form but the abil-
ity to race on,” Oberholster said. 

“He provides massive sire pow-
er within his pedigree and ran 
exceptionally fast race times, 
had a devastating turn of foot 
and the courage to finish the job 
off.

“He’s physically a good-look-
ing, strong, well-balanced horse, 
has a great temperament and a 
female family full of black-type.”

Standard at 16.1 hands, Buf-

falo Man was a stakes-winning 
two-year-old and is by champion 
two-year-old and emerging sire 
of sires El Prado out of multiple 
stakes-winning and Gr I-placed 
two-year-old Perfect Six, by 
Saratoga Six.

Kentucky Derby-winning 
trainer Cam Gambolati said of 
Buffalo Man: “He is one of my 
all-time favourite horses. If he 

doesn’t become a successful stal-
lion, nothing will.”

El Prado is the sire of two of 
the hottest young sires in Amer-
ica – Kittens Joy and Medaglia 
D’Oro, the sire of the United 
States horse of the year Rachael 
Alexandra.

Medaglia D’Oro has been pur-
chased by Darley and will stand 
at Darley Australia in 2010.

The Victorian Racing Club 
(VRC) has put a stop to potential 
controversy by ending the board’s 
discretionary powers to elevate 
a horse into the Melbourne Cup 
field out of balloting order. 

New wording has been included 
into the race conditions stating if
a horse in the top 24 of the Mel-
bourne Cup order of entry is elimi-
nated at the discretion of directors 
then the balloting of surplus hors-
es will continue in ballot order. 

The ruling formalises the VRC 
board’s approach in this area in 
recent years, meaning horses will 
not be selected or promoted into 
the Melbourne Cup field from out-
side of the normal ballot order.

Should a horse be eliminated by 
the VRC board, the horse at num-
ber 25 in the order of entry would 
become the new number 24 horse 
but will be subjected to the same 
scrutiny as the horses above it and 
so forth.

The VRC has altered the word-
ing of its discretionary balloting 
clauses to only exempt horses from 
the Melbourne Cup ballot who 
have won a ballot-exempt race in
2010 or the winner of this year’s 
Australian Stayers’ Challenge.

The VRC on Wednesday an-
nounced these and other modifica-
tions to the qualifying conditions
for the 150th running of the iconic
race.

Three international staying
events, the San Juan Capistrano 
and the Arlington Million in the
United States, and the Doncaster 
Cup in England, have lost their
ballot-exempt status to the win-
ners.

The winner of the Gr I Turnbull
Stakes will now automatically 
pass the first clause of balloting 
with the VRC board aligning the
performance to a second or third 
placing in the Mackinnon Stakes.

“The VRC acknowledges the
need to continue to innovate when
setting the conditions for the
Emirates Melbourne Cup each 
year,” chief executive Dale Mon-
teith said.

“If changes are needed to en-
sure that this great race offers
the maximum level of fairness to
all entrants, while delivering the
best available field to the event,
then the VRC board will act ac-
cordingly, and it has done just this
in respect of the 2010 Melbourne
Cup.

“The club has consulted closely
with RVL management and its 
chief handicapper Greg Carpenter 
in this regard.”

Meanwhile, emergencies will 
not be introduced for the 2010 
Melbourne Cup.

“Although we understand the 
popular view is to include emer-
gencies we believe that it would 
introduce additional complexity
for our customers that would have 
a negative impact on wagering on
our biggest race,” Racing Victoria
Limited (RVL) chief executive Rob 
Hines said.

Hines said analysis indicated 
that there would be no impact on
turnover if there were fewer than
24 Melbourne Cup runners, pro-
vided there were more than 20
runners. AAP

VRC
gives up 
powers

Just the Man for the job

Eagle set to land at Brighthill

Brighthill days ahead: Eagle Mountain winning the 2008 Hong Kong Cup. Photo: REUTERS

New hurdles and steeplechases 
have given jockeys and trainers 
renewed optimism as a water-
shed Victorian jumps racing sea-
son gets underway this weekend, 
but opponents believe nothing 
will change.

After being banned last No-
vember following the deaths of 
17 horses in the 2008 and 2009 
seasons, Racing Victoria Lim-
ited (RVL) gave jumps racing a 
reprieve in January on several 
conditions – including new ob-
stacles.

But the sport is still on notice, 
with the RVL reserving the right 
to ban it again if there is an un-
acceptable number of falls and 
deaths.

The RVL says the sport’s entire 
future relies on what happens 
over the next four months.

With the season already de-
layed by 11 days, it opens quietly 
with the Hamilton Cup two-day 
meeting staging four jumps races 
with small fields.

There were only five acceptors 
for the Maiden Steeplechase and 

six for the Maiden Hurdle today, 
while eight accepted for the fea-
ture Eulong Steeple and six for 
tomorrow’s the Lanyons Hurdle.

Australian Jumps Racing As-
sociation president Rodney Rae 
puts that down to uncertainty 
surrounding the sport.

There was a hold-up to the 
season with the RVL awaiting a 
shipment from France of the new 
brown brush for jumps which is 
widely used in Europe.

“Due to the uncertainty and the 
late start we knew we’d struggle 

for numbers, at least for the first 
few weeks,” Mr Rae said.

RVL has spent $A600,000 on 
90 new jumps units and the 2010 
jumps programme offers a total 
of $A2,335,000 in prizemoney 
spread over 63 jumps events.

The season will run over four-
and-a-half months with meet-
ings to be held at seven specialist 
jumps tracks – Sandown, Cole-
raine, Casterton, Hamilton, Moe, 
Pakenham and Warrnambool.

Jumps racing was suspended 
after three horses were killed at 

last year’s three-day Warrnam-
bool May carnival and the RVL 
announced in November that 
2010 would be its last season.

After much negotiation, the 
RVL offered the sport a lifeline 
in January, including among its 
conditions that certain standards 
be reached in regards to field siz-
es and betting turnover.

If jumps racing performs well 
this season it will continue in 
2011 and, if next season is also 
successful, it will go on beyond 
that.

But not if animal welfare 
groups get their way.

“They’ve been trying to fix up 
the jumps for the last 20 years 
and they’ve failed each and ev-
ery time,” said Elio Celotto, cam-
paign manager for the Coalition 
for the Protection of Racehorses.

“Our position is that the jumps 
can’t be made safe just like you 
can’t make drinking and driving 
safe. They just aren’t compatible 
and horses will fall and they will 
die this year no matter what they 
do.”

“RVL’s plans with the new 
jumps are just another reprieve
that will end up in disaster and
I’m sure they’ll find they’ll end
up in the same position as they
were in last year.”

RVL chief executive Rob Hines 
conceded last season and the 
year before that were “awful” but 
the targets had been achieved
the previous year.

“This is a landmark season for
jumps racing. The future of the 
sport will be decided over the next 
four months,” Mr Hines said. AAP

Sceptics remain as Victorian jumps racing returns


