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In more than half a century’s racing
| have never seen a more impressive
miler, except maybe Tudor Minstrel,
than Rock of Gibraltar, whose world
record of seven consecutive Group One
victories set the benchmark for future
champions. Like many of the Danehill
tribe, the ‘Rock’ was an ordinary
looking little bloke which belied his
fantastic ability as witnessed by his
incredible performances over his
favoured mile trip. It was, therefore,
with a sense of huge anticipation that
he went off to stud. Truth to tell the
gods of fashion have not yet smiled
on his stud career, although he has
amassed some 52 stakes winners
so far, which is no mean total. He
has had six Group One winners viz.
Varenar (Longchamp Prix de la Foret),
Diamondrella (two Grade one wins in
U.S.A.), Mount Nelson (Sandown Park
Eclipse Stakes), Rocket Kingdom (AJC
Epsom H.), Seventh Rock (South Africa)
and Eagle Mountain.

It is EAGLE MOUNTAIN, in my opinion
his best progeny, who interests us
most here in New Zealand, as he is
now in this country preparing to begin
his stud career this spring. And what
is more he perfectly fits the mould
as the sort of horse who is likely to
shine at stud, as he is the best son
of his champion father and won from
1200 to 2100 metres (and stayed
further) in the highest class. In
fact he is just the sort of horse with
class, speed and stamina to become
a classic sire.

At a bare 16 hands, a little taller
than his sire and grandsire, he exhibits
more obvious quality than his sire.
He was a very useful juvenile winning
the Curragh Beresford Stakes G2 and
running second in the York Champagne
S. G2 and Curragh Futurity S. G2.
In his classic season, he was a bit
unlucky not to annex a major Group
one victory in Europe as he was a
fine second in the Derby, nutted by a
short head in the Newmarket Champion
Stakes, third in the Irish Derby and
fifth in the Two Thousand Guineas.
He was rated Champion Irish Middle
distance 3YO of 2007.

By now in the ownership of Sheikh
Mohammed bin Khalifa al Maktoum,
he finished a game second to English
classic winning Conduit in the Breeders
Cup Turf at Santa Anita with many
group winners in his wake. His major
win was in the RHKJC Hong Kong Cup
G1 at Sha Tin, where he put away a
quality international field. Other major
victories were in the G2 Royal Whip on
the Curragh, and a most impressive
setting of a new track record in the
Newmarket Joel Stakes, G3, where he
ran the Rowley Mile in 1m. 34.07s.
faster than any other horse before or
since across this hallowed turf.

It is pure coincidence (or is it) that
the only sex balanced duplication close
up in his pedigree is to aforesaid
crack miler Tudor Minstrel in the
fifth remove. In fact his sire Rock of
Gibraltar’s damsire Be My Guest, and
Eagle Mountain’s grandam Masarika,
are very similarly bred involving a
combination of Tudor Minstrel, Nearco
and that great matron Sister Sarah.
Another line of the latter is introduced
through Danehill.

His sire Rock of Gibraltar is line bred
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New Brighthill Farm recruit Eagle Mountain has the recipe to develop into an outstanding classic sire.

EAGLE MOUNTAIN (GB) Bay or brown colt 2004
Northern Dancer | Nearctic
Bay 1961 Natalma
Danzig i
Bay 1977 Pas de Nom R
Bay or brown ﬁdm_lral 2 VR
Danehill 1968 etitioner
Bay 1986
His Majesty Ribot
Razyana Bay 1968 Flower Bowl
Bay 1981 Spring Adieu Buckpasser
Rock of Gibraltar Bay 1974 Natalma
Bay 1999 Northern Dancer | Nearctic
Bay 1961 Natalma
Be My Guest
Chestnut 1974 HiliEE & e Tudor Minstrel
Bay or brown Rare Treat
Offshore Boom 1962 alcgliica
Chestnut 1985
Bold Lad Bold Ruler
Push a Button Bay 1964 Barn Pride
Bay 1980 River Lady Prince John
Bay 1963 Nile Lily
Mill Reef Never Bend
Shirley Heights Bay 1968 Milan Mill
Bay 1975 Hardiemma Hardicanute
Darshaan Bay 1969 Grand Cross
Brown 1981 Abdos Arbar
Delsy Bay 1959 Pretty Lady
Brown 1972 Kelty Venture
Masskana Bay 1965 Marilla
Bay 1988 Forli Aristophanes
Thatch Chestnut 1963 Trevisa
Bay 1970 Thong Nantallah
Masarika Bay 1964 Rough Shod
Bay 1981 Tudor Melody Tudor Minstrel
Miss Melody Brown 1956 Matelda
Bay 1970 The Veil Nimbus
Bay 1953 Sister Sarah
in sex balance to Natalma, Hyperion, Wells blood. Eagle Mountain’s dam

Pharos, Mahmoud, Blenheim, Sir
Gallahad IIl, War Admiral, Fair Trial,
Lady Juror, Son-in-Law, and Man O’War.
It is also noted that there are several
single sex lines of Papyrus and his
sire Tracery.

Like High Chaparral, Eagle Mountain
is out of a Darshaan (by Shirley Heights)
mare, and we know that Darshaan
meshes extremely well with Sadler’s

Masskana is balanced line bred
similarly to Hyperion, Blandford,
Pharos, Swynford, Fairway, Son-in-Law,
Lady Juror, Tourbillon and Djezima.

Eagle Mountain himself has sex
balanced line breeding to Tudor
Minstrel, Hyperion, Princequillo, Fair
Trial, Lady Juror, Pharos, Son-in-Law
and Fairway. The female line is one
the greatest in world breeding, that

tracing to the fillies Triple Crown winner
Pretty Polly through Sister Sarah, a
prolific mare who, if | recall correctly,
had 18 foals, of which 17 either won
or bred winners. This is the Number
14 female family.

Masskana, dam of the new sire,
won three races in France at middle
distances and has left 5 winners,
three of them stakes winners including
the top French 2YO filly and classic
placegetter Sulk (Selkirk), winner of
the G1 Longchamp Prix Marcel Boussac
and herself dam of stakes winning
Ibn Bettuta.

The grandam of Eagle Mountain
was a top notch racemare winning
the Maisons-Laffitte Prix Robert Papin
G1 at 2 years and the French One
Thousand Guineas at three, and
she left the stakes winners Massyar
(Curragh Gallinule S. G2; 3rd Irish
2000 Guineas) and Madjaristan (Santa
Anita Arcadia H. G3; 3rd Del Mar Eddie
Read H. G1). The third dam Miss
Melody, was a winner and group placed
at two years, and is ancestress of a
number of good stakes winners. The
next dam The Veil, although unplaced,
left nine winners including the stakes
winners Lord David, St. Cuthbert
and Red Velvet (Ascot Princess
Margaret S.; dam of Red Cross won
Newbury Mill Reef S. G2), and stakes
placed Novitiate, ancestress of many
outstanding group winners including
Russian Rhythm (lrish One Thousand
Guineas), Alydaress (Irish Oaks), Diktat
(champion European sprinter), Park
Appeal and Desirable (both Newmarket
Cheveley Park S.), and Shadayid, not
to forget those outstanding gallopers
Cape Cross and Iffraaj.

With such a lot of close up Danehill
blood in the young broodmare
population, much care will need to
be taken in mating Eagle Mountain,
but some exciting possibilities are
there for the taking. | especially
liked Pentire mares for him, whilst
Cape Cross introduces some
interesting possibilities. Mares with
Mr. Prospector, Sadler’s Wells and
brother Fairy King, and Nureyev in
their pedigrees may well go with the
new sire. Other broodmare sires that
appealed for various reasons include
Al Akbar, Bachelor Duke, O’Reilly,
Montjeu, Straight Strike, Jahafil,
Bertolini, Dance Floor, Eltawaasul,
Elusive City, Frenchpark, Golan, His
Royal Highness, Howbaddoyouwantit,
Jungle Pocket, Kilimanjaro (interesting),
King’'s Chapel, No Excuse Needed, One
Cool Cat, Personal Escort, Rhythm,
Riviera, Savabeel, Stravinsky, Van
Nistelrooy and Zerpour.

It is always desirable to increase
sex balanced doubles that already
exist, but sons of Native Dancer,
Buckpasser, His Majesty, Petition, Be
My Guest, Bold Lad [Ire], Prince John,
Thatch, Gold Bridge, Tudor Melody
and Dante will give further balance.
Daughters of Danehill, Northern
Dancer, Nearctic, Nearco, Ribot, Tom
Fool, Owen Tudor, Nasrullah, Bold
Ruler, Never Bend, Mill Reef, Shirley
Heights, Relic, Aristophanes and Forli
are also desirable.

Eagle Mountain has it in him to
make a major contribution to our
future success.
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